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TheThings TheyLeaveBehind
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I was built to hold what others nolonger want. Metalribs, plastic skin, alid that sighs every time it

closes. People think I'm empty most of the time, but I’'m never truly empty.
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Every morning, they feed me their leftovers and their little secrets. A bittenapple, atorn photo, a

letter neverfinished. Each one tellsastory, but no one stays long enough tolisten.

wdgaum dS ldab )by S 20jj5 L .didO 0 1o Wgi b ) Pl gS sajl) g ouileds (zuo o
A UbgS dS Wile Lo ju8 T puS g Lol wylo iliwls plaSys . duis plas

o J
~

There'saman who comes every day with a paper cup. Healways drops it gently, as if saying goodbye

toanold friend. His cup still smells of coffeeand worry.
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Thenthere's the woman with the flowers. She throws away petals one by one, carefully, like
memories she’s not ready to keep. Sometimes she whispers before sheleaves, and | hold her words

withthestems.
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Children treat me differently — with joy and no shame. They tossin candy wrappers, paper planes,

brokencrayons. Their trash sparkles — like confetti from small victories.
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Teenagers, though, hide thingsin me. Crumpled notes, cigarette ends, gum stuck to promises. |

neverjudge; | just keep what they can’t carry anymore.
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At night, when thestreetis empty, | rest butlremember. The smell of perfume mixed with onion
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peels. The sound of laughter that stillechoes fromaplastic bottle.
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Once, someone dropped asmall ring — no box, no note, just silence. It rolled against my sideand

stayed there fordays. I liked its quiet weight, the way it reflected morning light. Then one night, it

was gone. Maybe she came back forit. lhope shedid.
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The cleaner empties me twice aday. Hedoesn't talk much, but | know his rhythm, his sigh, his tired

kindness. He hums old songs while lifting what everyone else has thrown away.
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Sometimes rain fills me before he does. Drops drumon my lid, aconcert for noone. I letit wash the

crumbs, the stains, the tiny guilts.
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Ihave learned moreabout people than they know about themselves. They throw away things too

early or too late — rarely at theright time. Some trash smells of regret, some of relief.
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Sometimes, | wish| could tell them that what they discard still breathes alittle. That nothing ever

really disappears, itjust changes containers.
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Morning comes again; footsteps return. Anew cup, anew note, anew story landsinside me.
breathe their weight, their smell, their unfinished sentences. And when thelid closes, | rest again

— full, but never heavy.
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Becauseintheend, 'm notjust what they throw away. I'm everything they couldn’t say out loud.
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